

above 5.5, and the norHpolymer component comprises, based on the 
weight of the coating, from 10 to 40% of a hydrophilic silicon dioxide. 



2. (AMENDED) A composition according to claim 1, wherein the gastroresistant 
polymer is selected from the group consisting of uncured poly(meth)acrylic acids, 
cellulose phthalates, alkylcellulose phthalates, an anionic copolymer of methacrylic acid 
and acrylic acid ethyl ester, and combinations thereof. 

r (AMENDED) A compositioj^according to claim 1, wherein the coating comprises 
from 5 to 30% by weight polyethylene glycol. 

4. (AMENDED) A composition according to claim 1 , wherein the coating represents 
from 0.5 to 6% by weight of the core weight. 




9. (AMENDED) A tablet composition free of food effect comprising: 

a) a core comprising from 20 to 80% by weight p( verapamil and 10 to 80% 
by weight of a gelling agent; and 

a coating consisting of a polymef component and a non-polymer 
component, wherein the polymer £iomponent consists essentially of, based 
on the weight of the coating/from 0 to 30% by weight of polyethylene 
glycol and from 30 to 80% of uncured poly(meth)acrylic acids, and 
wherein the non-polymer component comprises from 10 to 40% of a 
hydrophilic silicon diojude. 
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10. (AMENDED) A composition according to claim 9/wherein the coating comprises 
from 5 to 30% by weight polyethylene glycol. 



1 1 . (AMENDED) A tablet composition freest food effect comprising: 

a) a core comprising from 20 to 80% by weight of verapamil and from 10 to 
80% by weight of a gelliprg agent; and 

b) a coating consisting of a polymer component and a non-polymer 
component, wherein the polymer component consists essentially of, based 
on the weight/of the coating, from 5 to 30% by weight of polyethylene 
glycol and trom 30 to 80% of an anionic copolymer of methacrylic acid 
and acrylic acid ethyl ester, and the non-polymer component comprises 

from 10 to 40% by weight of a hvdrophilic silicon dioxide . — _ 



15. (AMENDED) A process for alleviating food .effect in a pharmaceutical 
composition, comprising the step of coating a core comprising verapamil with a coating 
consisting of a polymer component and a rjtfn-^olyfner component, wherein the polymer 
component consists essentially of, based/^njjak^eight of the coating, from 0 to 30% by 



weight polyethylene glycol and from 30 
soluble at a pH above 5.5, and the nojl-p 



80%^by weight of a gastroresistant polymer 
mer component comprises from 10 to 40% 



of a hydrophilic silicon dioxide, based on the total weight of the coating. 
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16. (AMENDED) A method according to claim 15, vOherein the gastroresistant 
polymer comprises an anionic copolymer of methacj^lic acid and acrylic acid ethyl 
ester. 



17. (AMENDED) A method according t 
from 5 to 30% by weight of polyethvlene/alvcol. 



<;laiprH5, wherein the coating comprises 




V 19. (NEW) A composition according to claim 1, wherein th^ gelling agent is selected 
yom the group consisting of hydroxypropylmethylceWulose, hydroxypropylcellulose, 
' / carboxymethylcellulose, xanthan gum, carbomer, carragheen, polyethylene oxide, and 
combinations thereof. 



20. (NEW) A composition according tp^claim 9, wherein the gelling agent is selected 
from the group consisting of hyd/oxypropylmethylcellulose, hydroxypropylcellulose, 



carboxymethylcellulose, xantharygum, carbomer, carrogheen^)polyethylene oxide, and 
combinations thereof. 
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